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“Merry Christmas & Happy New Year from the Pelican Committee”
New on the Roster:  George Hood (RM2 1967-1969)
Missing Shipmates on the roster            
      The following Shipmates were on the roster but I had no other contact and the information I did have is no longer any good.  I will keep their names on file but deleted them from the roster until I have an email address or some other contact information.  If you know any of these individuals please contact them and see if they would like to be added back on the roster.  I will print this list once a year in hopes of finding some of our missing Shipmates.

Deleted January 2009
Jerry Austin;  Arthur Blevins; Dennis Bondreau; Dewey Burke; Michael Cantin; Dennis Carroll(1982-1986); Thomas Clingan(1983-1987); Charles Courtnay; Richard Fite(1987-1991); James Frese; Steve Frost(1981-1985); Robert Goughan; Robert Groat; Dan Grove; Susan Hardy; James Hayes(1967-1970); Jimmy Hendricks((1975-1979); Maurice House; Clay Howe; Robert Kaser(XO 1991); Robbie Madison; David Makarewica; Joseph Mauro(1955-1958); Ronald Ness(1953-1957); David Norwood; Don Patterson; Steven Posey(1986-1990); Larry Robinson; Joseph Sammer; Linda Seal; Ken Shwartzman; Herbert Simmons(1953-1956); Allen Smith; Bob Stanga(1961-1964); James Stokes(1958-1959); Gary Strange; John Tompkins; John Thompson; Mark Turnes(1989-1991); Joe Way; Robert Zabielski; Joseph Boraski(AE2 1968-1970).

Deleted January 2010
Boraski, Joseph, AE2 1968-1970; Boring, Linda;  Bradberry, Bill, 1950-1963;  Brooks, Pam;  Camille, Hank, 1954-1955;  Campbell, James, CAPT, USN(ret) 1978-1981, Groat, Robert;  Harvey, Harold,  1972-1976;  Hogan, Robert;  Jaskot, Julius;  Jester, Dick, 1954;  Reibsom, Warren;  Selby, Richard;  Smithdeal, William;  Sniverly, Sheri;  Thompson, Gary, CDR, USN(ret)  1983-1986;  Van Dyke, John, LT 1965-1968, CDR, USN(ret);  White, Eddie;  Zacharias, Scott 

Will be deleted January 2011
Anderson, Milt; Bass, Thomas(1971-19720; Baxter, Pete; Beasley, Dave(1978-1980);  Bernicken,Jim; Bond, William; Busby, Jim; Cantin, Mike(1982-1987); Carey, Mark(1981-1984); Chavies, Franklin; Colvin, William; Cottier, Matthew(1988-1991); Crain,Dan(1987-1989); Crandall, Daniel(1972-1975); Crawford, Douglas(1989-1991); Danehe, Dan(1969-1971); Daniels, Jerry(1984-1987); Davidson, Lawrence(1975-1977); DeFio, Roy(1974-1977); Donaldson, Ralph(1942); Dumont, Dewey(1960-1963); Dunlap, John(1973-1976);  Eckardt, Lothar(1988-1990); Elliott, Dave(1979-1982); Fant, Jack(1972); Fry, Michael(1985-1989); Ghezzi, Ernie(1980-1983); Gillette, Glenn(1975-1977); Glenn, Allen(1980-1983); Goocher, Joe(1983-1985); Halsey, Sterling(1970-1974); Hamilton, Tom(1974-1976); Hansen, Harry(1978-1980); Hilton, Bob(1973-1976); Jones, Jack(1940); Jurevwicz, Rance(1965-1971); Kuhhirte, Dick(1971-1973); Lawton, John(1975-1979); Madera, David(1983-1985); Maracle, Ron(1979-1981); Martini, Perry; Morris, Michael(1975-1979); Nelson, Rick(1973-1976); Noce, Bob(1976-1978); Nunlet, Randy(1981-1984); Oppenheimer, James(1942);  Powell, Bill(1971-1974); Prentice, Peter(1981-1983); Reed,
Correction

It the last newsletter I had the following article:

Model Web Site

“If you are looking for a really good model of any of our planes (PBY, P5M, P2, P3) go to the following web site: www.warplanes.com  or  http://www.scalecraft.com  and search your aircraft.  You can even order it with the squadron logo, letters and BUNO number if you wish.”    
   Commander Ellis Skidmore(RM2 1940-1943 Blue Cats) corrected me on another aircraft that VP-44 had.  When he came aboard the squadron in 1940 they had the P2Y-2 & P2Y-3 aircraft but I was unable to find this plane on either one of the web sites.  The association would like to wish Commander Skidmore a Happy 89th birthday.

I got this web site: http://www.catalina.org.uk/catalina-history from LTJG Richard Watson (AMM3c 1942-1944) and it explains the different types of aircraft VP-44 had in the early years.  The association would also like to wish LTJG Watson a Happy 89th birthday.
Donation to the Ready Room

We wish to thank Mr. Patrick Fitzpatrick (AMM2c Blue Cats 1941-1943) for his donation of the book “Blue Catalina’s of WWII” by James C. Mills (ARM1c 1942-1944).  The publication is outstanding reading of the early years of VP-44 and will be available at the next reunion in our Chief Val Ready Room.  Mr. Fitzpatrick will turn 90 in 2011 and it is always my pleasure to talk to members of the Greatest Generation that served with VP-44.  Mr. Fitzpatrick is the last survivor of VP-44-P-4, the plane that sighted the Jap fleet at Midway.
"Some people spend an entire lifetime wondering if they made a difference in the world. But the U.S. ARMED FORCES don't have that problem." 

 ...Ronald Reagan
Centennial of Naval Aviation

VP Associations,

     In recognition of the Centennial of Naval Aviation (CoNA), the 2011 Maritime Patrol and Reconnaissance Heritage Celebration will be held on-board NAS Jacksonville from 4-6 April, 2011 in conjunction with the annual MPRF Reunion. Heritage events run from Monday-Wednesday and include a Flight Suit Dinner with guest speaker Vice Admiral Myers, Commander Naval Air Forces. Other highlights include a Heritage Fly-in, Heritage Golf Tournament, PBY Monument rededication and more. As we are looking for maximum participation from every era of MPR aviation, the events are open to all current and past MPRF warriors. 

Information on the event, as well as, registration, is provided on the CoNA website (www.mprfcona.org).  The website includes information on travel, lodging, base info and a detailed description of each event.  There is a $20 registration fee, which includes an official patch and coin designed for the celebration.  The event is fully supported by the MPRF and we intend to make it one of the most memorable events to date.

We are reaching out to the reunion groups as our first and most important step in getting full participation for this event. In order to include every individual, any rank, that has ever worked in our community, we are asking for the reunion groups to reach out to their members, as well as post the information on their websites.  We are aware the reunion groups are planning their 2011 gathering and hope our event will coincide with it.

During the "heritage dinner," we will be introducing the inductees into the inaugural "Hall of Honor."  The inaugural MPRF Hall of Honor will set a precedent of honoring the men and women who have helped shape the heritage of our community and/or displayed acts of heroism in and out of combat.  Beginning in 2011, these individuals will be honored in conjunction with future Maritime Patrol and Reconnaissance Force Reunions. 
  
We are currently looking for nominations to the inaugural MPRF Hall of Honor.  These nominations will be gathered via the MPRF Centennial of Naval Aviation (CoNA) Celebration website (www.mprfcona.org) and judged by a panel of MPRF Flag Officers.  Once approved, the 2011 selectees will be presented at the MPRF Heritage Dinner during the CoNA Celebration.  The requirements for submission are any members who have made significant contributions which have shaped Maritime Patrol and Reconnaissance Force heritage or displayed acts of heroism during the following eras:  WWII, Korea, Vietnam, The Cold War, Post Cold War, and Global War on Terror.

Any suggestions, ideas and assistance would be greatly appreciated, as we plan this first-of-its-kind event.  Your help, in particular, in promoting the MPRF Centennial of Naval Aviation Celebration will be the foundation that makes this a historical event. We look forward to working with you. If you would like to be removed from this email list please respond to this email.

Very Respectfully,
Rob Wilkerson
LCDR      USN
MPRF CoNA Coordinator



Note:  I sent in my registration and hope to see some of you there, I will have my VP-44 shirt and hat on!


You Can Leave The Military, But It Never Really Leaves You
By Ken Burger, The Charlestown Post and Courier, Thurs, March 4, 2010  
Occasionally, I venture back out to the air base where I'm greeted by an imposing security guard who looks carefully at my identification card, hands it back and says, "Have a good day, tech sergeant." Every time I go back onto Charleston Air Force Base it feels good to be called by my previous rank, but odd to be in civilian clothes, walking among the servicemen and servicewomen going about their duties as I once did, years ago.
The military, for all its flaws, is a comfort zone for anyone who has ever worn the uniform. It's a place where you know the rules and know they are enforced; a place where everybody is busy but not too busy to take care of business. Because there exists behind the gates of every military facility an institutional understanding of respect, order, uniformity, accountability and dedication that becomes part of your marrow and never, ever leaves you.
 Personally, I miss the fact that you always knew where you stood in the military, and who you were dealing with. That's because you could read somebody's uniform from 20 feet away and know the score. Service personnel wear their careers on their sleeves, so to speak. When you approach each other, you can read their name tag, examine their rank and, if they are in dress uniform, read their ribbons and know where they've served.
 I miss all those little things you take for granted when you're in the ranks, like breaking starch on a set of fatigues fresh from the laundry and standing in a perfectly straight line that looks like a mirror as it stretches to the endless horizon. I miss the sight of troops marching in the early morning mist, the sound of boot heels thumping in unison on the sidewalks, the bark of sergeants and the sing-song answers from the squads as they pass by in review.
 To romanticize military service is to be far removed from its reality, because it's very serious business, especially in times of war. But I miss the salutes I'd throw at officers and the crisp returns as we crisscrossed on the flight line.  I miss the smell of jet fuel hanging heavily on the night air and the sound of engines roaring down runways and disappearing into the clouds. I even miss the hurry-up-and-wait mentality that enlisted men gripe about constantly, a masterful invention that bonded people more than they'll ever know or admit.
 I miss people taking off their hats when they enter a building, speaking directly and clearly to others and never showing disrespect for rank, race, religion or gender. Mostly I miss being a small cog in a machine so complex it constantly circumnavigates the Earth and so simple it feeds everyone on time, three times a day, on the ground, in the air or at sea. Mostly, I don't know anyone who has served who regrets it, and doesn't feel a sense of pride when they pass through those gates and re-enter the world they left behind with their youth.
 Face it guys [and gals], we all miss it. Whether you had one tour or a career, it shaped your life.
 One Nation Under GOD.
Pelican Shop
Those of you that attended the Norfolk Reunion and requested the King Neptune patch we now have a limited supply and we will not be ordering any more.  The patches are $10.00 plus $1.00 shipping and handling.   Our new coins are in and they are a collector’s item and one of a kind.  They have the Pelican logo on the front and the back has our motto “Patrol Squadron 44 from victory at Midway to the end of the Cold War we served with pride 1939-1991.”  The coin has diamond cut edges on both sides and is epoxy coated to last a life time.  The cost per coin is $10.00 plus $3.00 shipping and handling.  
VP-44 Navy Memorial Plaque

In a follow up from the last newsletter, the VP-44 Reunion Association has made the initial $500.00 deposit on our Commemorative Plaque at the Navy Memorial in Washington  D.C.  The attached donation form at the end of the newsletter will help fund the remaining $2,500.00 needed to get our Squadron remembered for all to see.  Please note your contributions are tax deductible and no donation is too small or will go unappreciated.
VP-44 2011 REUNION FLYER

Courtyard Marriott Creve Coeur 

 828 North New Ballas Road 

Creve Coeur, MO 63146

Phone: (314) 993-0515

Web address:  marriott.com/STLCC

PROPOSED DATES:  Wednesday afternoon, September 21, 2011 Early Check-in Through September 25 2011 noon farewells

NUMBER OF RESERVED ROOMS:  30

      King Size room -- $62 per night (20 rooms available)

      Two Queen size -- $69 per night (10 rooms available)

          More rooms available if needed

          Tax is 15% for St Louis 

WE WILL HAVE A LARGE HOSPITALITY ROOM

PROPOSED EVENTS

      WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2011      

      09/21/11  Early Check in

      09/21/11  Setup memorabilia room and Pelican Shop

      09/21/11  Dinner on your own

      THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2011

      09/22/11  G.I. Joe Breakfast at the Legion – 0800-1000 (great breakfast)

      09/22/11   Boeing Prologue Room/Museum – noon to 1500 by car                            http://www.boeing.com/companyoffices/aboutus/tours/prologueroom/index.html
      09/22/11   Free Time – Dinner on your own

      FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2011

      09/23/11   Fish Lunch and/or Dinner at the Legion on your own.

      09/23/11   Winery Tour by Bus only – 1400-1700

http://www.sugarcreekwines.com/tradition.htm


                        (must be scheduled by 1st September)

                         30 person minimum seating

                         cost to be determined

      09/23/11   Free Time

      SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2011

      09/24/11   Gateway Arch/Museum Tour – noon to 1500

http://www.explorestlouis.com/myStl/memberDetails.asp?mID=67&pt=1&ic=2      

      09/24/11   Business Meeting in Legion Hall– 1600-1700

      09/24/11   Banquet at Legion Hall– 1800-2200

                       Buffet includes 2 entrees and all the trimmings

                       (cost  & menu to be determined)

      SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2011

      09/25/11   Checkout & farewells till next reunion

SUGGESTED UNACCOMPANIED EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES:

-- Golf     http://www.creve-coeur.org/index.aspx?NID=133
-- Blueberry Hill Night Club – Chuck Berry. See webpage:    http://www.hellosaintlouis.com/Articles/Bar/4049/Blueberry_Hill_Chuck_Berrys_just_the_beginning.Cfm
-- St Louis Science Center featuring F-18 aircraft in museum

http://www.slsc.org/WhatToDo/OMNIMAXTheater/Hubble.aspx
-- Casinos at Ameristar or Harrahs

http://www.ameristar.com/
http://www.harrahsstlouis.com/casinos/harrahs-stlouis/casino-misc/hotel-overview.html
-- Busch Brewery tour and tap room (lots of walking)

http://www.budweisertours.com/


-- Faust Park Butterfly House (supposed to be really interesting)

http://www.butterflyhouse.org/visit/hours.aspx


-- Historic St Charles area for shopping, novelties and good bars


-- " 
http://www.greatriverroad.com/stcharles/stcharleshome.htm

-- 
Union Station, St Louis for excellent dining, shopping, Train Museum

http://www.explorestlouis.com/visitors/see.asp
Visit at my American Legion Post at our website at:

http://legionpost397.org/
DIRECTIONS AND MAPS WILL BE PROVIDED

REGISTRATION FORM TO BE INSERTED INTO NEXT POOPSHEET.
“The Spartans do not enquire how many the enemy are, but where they are.”

Agis II, 427 B.C.
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Date: Monday, November 29, 2010, 1:32 PM

Ray,


My name is Diane Ruth and I am the Military Heritage Director at Together We Served. I was speaking with Richard Watson today and he said you were the man to get a hold of for VP-44 stories.


As a member of Together We Served you may not know that Together We Served was founded in 2003 and since that time has created secure, password protected websites for each branch of the US Military with now over 1 million US Military members. Together We Served is a US Military heritage based organization with a mission to capture the service history of each and every living Marine, Soldier, Sailor, Airman & Coast Guardsman in their own words and photographs while we still have the opportunity. By doing so, Together We Served will continue to grow into an important historical document for the benefit of future generations.

 

As your Association is home to a great many Veterans whose service history we would like to help preserve, we would like to discuss the possibility of being able to assist your Association to capture the service biographies of your Members in our unique 'Shadow Box' service biography format which you will then be able to display on your website in the form a of password protected 'Member Roster'. Your Member Roster is exclusive to your Association and is not shared in open forum. An additional advantage is that you will be able to identify other Members of Togetherweserved.com who may be eligible to join your Association. A sample Shadow Box format may be viewed at this link:

  

http://navy.togetherweserved.com/sbv/J.Charles.Plumb

I see that you have these links posted on your website. Thank you very much for doing that. If you would like it in Roster form, please let me know & I can assist you with that.


Reflections On My Service, tell your story:
http://navy.togetherweserved.com/usn/servlet/tws.webapp.WebApp?cmd=ShadowBoxReflectionProfile&type=Person&ID=531883
 In addition you may be interested to view our "Voices" publication which is an up close and personal interview with a Veteran we send to our Membership each month. We also have the facility to enable the Member to included their own self interview, in similar form in their Shadow Box service biography:

 

http://navy.togetherweserved.com/usn/voices/2010/15/Plumb_voices.html

Every sailor has a story that deserves to be told. We need to capture these stories before we lose them forever.

 

I would like to make an appointment to call you and explain this opportunity further and would be very pleased if you could confirm a good day and time to call?

 

I look forward to hearing from you.

Regards,
-- 
Diane Ruth
TWS Military Heritage Director 409 996-9993


“The relation between officer and enlisted men should in no sense be that of superior to inferior nor that of master to servant, but rather…. should partake of the relationship between father and son, to the extent that officers, especially commanding officers, are responsible for the physical, mental and moral welfare, as well as the discipline and military training of the young men under their command.”                                  

Guidelines set down governing the relations between officers and enlisted marines by Major General John Lejeune in the Marine Corps manual 1921—guidelines still honored today.


Gene R. Toffolo, AX2  December 18, 1965-April 22, 1969, Crew Two, Five & Six
Sales Coordinator & Administrative Chief
Past Reunion Chairman 2007
1016 Egret Way
Lake Park, GA 31636-2759
(cell) 317 201-4261
(home) 229-559-7959
(email) genejanjay@aol.com "Primary"
(email) vp44paxmd@aol.com "Pelican Shop"
(URL) www.vp44goldenpelicans.com
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