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New on the roster:  Stan Gilchrist (1971-1974); Michael Walton (1967-1970); Robert Jackson (1972-
1976) 

Lost contact: Milt Anderson; Marcus Reed (1968-1971); Dick Kuhhirte (1971-1973); Pete Baxter; Ken 
Shrock (1972-1975); Deon Harkey (1982-1986); Sterling Halsey (1970-1974); Bill Schwartz (1963-1966) 

 

Correction 

Gene, 

On the matter of tail codes, the June 2010 Poop Sheet indicates that VP-44 went from CC to LM when 
transitioning to the P5M.  This happened while I was on board (56-59), probably 1957 or 1958, well after 
the transition to the P5M. 

Thanks for all your efforts. 

Best regards, 

James McKearney 

VP-44 1956-59 

Email from a WWII Shipmate 

Dear Gene,  I wish to thank you for sending me the information on the reunions of VPB-44.  We were 
stationed on Green Island located between Bougainville and New Ireland.  We were flying PBY-5s off a 
runway on the island,  There was a  lake in the middle of the island where we could also land if we had 
landing gear problems.  We were there from 1943 to 1945/ We also sometimes had planes stationed 
temporarily on Manus, Emirau,  and Hollandia.  Mostly we flew anti-sub, rescue, and all-night patrols on 
New Ireland, Bouganville, and New Britain.   
 
After the war we had several reunions at San Diego, Long Beach (on the Queen Mary), Branston, Mo., 
Minneapolis. There may have been more, but I can't remember.  We planned one in Tucson, but our 
secretary had a heart attack several months. I had arranged for a hotel, but we had to cancel.  We had a 
crew reunion one year in Colorado at my daughter's place near Franktown and had most of our crew.  



Unfortunately we have lost most of the crew since then.  I have heard that Barone, Burzlaff, Christion, 
have all passed on. I still keep in touch with Winton Friend. Joe Walters used to keep in touch but it has 
been a number of years. My wife and I visited Phil Barone several times at their home, but Phil's son 
called me when Phil passed away. I also had a call from the son of Burzlaff telling me that he had passed 
away. 
 
I appreciate receiving information  about the reunions, but at age 91, I doubt I will be able to attend any of 
the reunions. We had a joint reunion with the PBY-44  squadron that first spotted the first sighting the 
Japanese fleet when they were headed for Midway and had a lot of stories to swap. 
 
Thank you for keeping me up-to-date on activities of VP-44. 
 
Herb Ash  

AW2 Jarrel L. Crocker Memorial Room 

(Below came from Ralph Cook) 
 
Gentlemen; 
I received a call, today, from a Mr. J.D. Simpson who runs a Veterans Center in Birmingham AL. 
  
Mr. Simpson informed me that the Family of Jarrel Crocker (who died in a P-3 crash in Spain) has 
donated a room at the center and would like the room to reflect the memory of  Jarrel Crocker. He asked 
for a P-3 photo and some words to state the circumstances of the crash.  
I have no idea how to get this info so I am hoping someone on the roster will know of Mr. Crocker and be 
able to relate to the desires of the family.  
  
JD Simpson 
Executive Director 
Saint Benedict's Veterans Center 
Three Hots and A Cot 
5704 1st Avenue N. 
Birmingham, AL 35212 
(205) 306-4761 
Email: jdsimpson@cotsforvets.org  
 
I had the association send Mr. Simpson items he requested, mug, hat, patch, decals and P3 
pictures I had here at home.  I ordered a AW rating badge and color devices for the shadow 
box they plan on putting in the room.  We also got from Mr. Bob Laszacs at the Brunswick 
reunion three newspapers from NAS Rota dated in 1972 with the front page headline of the 
crash and it listed AW2 Jarrel Crocker as one of those lost.  One of those papers was sent as 
he plans on getting it framed and added to the memorial room. 
I am hoping somebody out there can add something to help the family remember their son, 
pictures of the crew or AW2 Jarrel Crocker, maybe the P3 before the fatal crash?  If you 
have anything please forward it on to the above address for Mr. JD Simpson 
 

Bob Minnerly’s Memorial 

 
Attached is the program for Bob Minnerly's memorial service.  I have also uploaded it to our websites In 

Memory Page -- http://www.vp44goldenpelicans.com/In%20Memory.htm 

Ray 



CDR. Ed Story, USN(ret) (LT 1965-1967) 

A little side bar on this email from CDR Story, he was my LT when I first arrive at VP-44 and assigned to 
the line shack. 

Gene, 

 There is a site that you might like to read.  Now, I'm not doing this for a pat on the back, but just thought 
that you might be interested given we were once shipmates.  If you are curious, go to: 

 http://findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_qa3834/is_200304/ai_n9205022/ 

 The article has a bunch of junk about half way down, just keep scrolling.   

 It says "CDR Storey received a number of accolades from the British..."  The British gave me an award 
from The Society for the Protection of Life From Fire. This award means more to me than the Navy and 
Marine Corps Medal - having been nominated for the award by professional fire fighters.  You can read 
about them at: 

 http://www.splf.org.uk/archives.htm 

 Ed 

 
Pelican Shop 

Make sure you visit the Pelican Shop and see the new P3 picture we have posted.  All sales help fund 
future reunions and newsletter costs, buy something and help us keep the association alive. 

 

“People sleep peaceably in their beds only because rough men stand ready to do violence on their 
behalf.” 

George Orwell 

Norfolk Reunion Information 

Things (and friends) we haven’t seen in 40 years or more. 

One of the many wonderful things about this reunion is that we will be in a place that  

VP-44 had called home until about 47 years ago. We will find ourselves in places and among friends we 
have not seen in a very long time. These things will evoke memories we have had tucked away for years, 
memories that will recall times of joy, moments of embarrassment and emotions we didn’t know were 
there.  

I say “Bring it on! Come to Norfolk between September 9th and September 12th and experience all of 
these memories and then some. 



After reviewing many options, 

we have selected two wonderful tours for your enjoyment. 

Friday Tour; 0900 to 1530. Price $52.00 per person, lunch at the Officer’s club is included. 

On Friday morning we will board a coach that will take us along the Chesapeake Bay to Virginia Beach 
and its historic lighthouses, past the Tidewater Veterans Memorial and on to Naval Air Station Oceana, 
the east coasts “Master Jet Base”. We will have a base tour and lunch. We will view the base’s aviation 
park and view a setting of display aircraft then on to the Military Aviation Museum, located at the VA 
Beach airport. This museum boasts a large collection of WWII and Korean War era aircraft, restored to 
original condition.  

Saturday Tour; 0930 to 1600. Price $55.00 per person, Lunch, at an on-base club is included.  

We will begin the tour with a full review of the modern Norfolk Naval Base part of the largest Naval 
installation in the world. Home Port to 78 ships and many aircraft squadrons.  

While on this tour we will be stopping at the 1950’s and early 60’s home of VP-44, 
just to witness what has changed and what may still remain of our old haunts. 
Following the Naval Base tour we will then take the “Riding Norfolk tour, learning to 
appreciate the city we may have overlooked those many years ago.  We will make a stop at 
“Nauticus The National Maritime Center” where we will learn about sea power in a new light. 
We will then visit the Battleship Wisconsin where the main deck is open for exploration. 
Lastly we are going to be treated to ice Cream at Doumar’s, home of the first ice cream cone 
machine. 
 
Please let us know if you are interested in one or both tours. We must provide 
a preliminary count by the end of July. Final count will be required by August 
20th. We will be invoiced at that time.  
A $3.00 surcharge will be applied to last minute participants.  
We must have at least 35 participants for each tour. 
 




