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New on the roster: Tony Falzetta CAPT, USN(ret); Mike Barton (LT 1978-1981); Thomas Clingan (AT2); Harry Maroudas (AW 1988-1991); Gary McGraw (AD1 1981-1984 & ADCS 1987-1991) USN(ret); Ed Berube (CMDCM 1987-1990); Jim Gleason; Cathy Gaston (AK1 1986-1990); Barbara (Bourn) Bauer-Chen (AMH3 1990-1991); Jim MacHaffie (CWO4 1977-1980); CDR, USN(ret) Vincent Dicarlo (1962-1964); Dave Murphy (AD1 1981-1985) ADC, USN(ret); Steve Norris (1988-1991) USN(ret); Doug Havens (1981-1984); Dave Baciocco (LT 1981-1984); Mark Turner (LT 1989-1991) CAPT USN; LCDR, USN(ret)  Jim Quade (ATC 1983-1986); Robert Young (AKC 1966-1969) AKCS, USN(ret); Sheri Federice (YN1 1989-1991); Chuck Ignarski (AD1 1982-1986 & 1989-1991); Kevin Morgan (AD1 1983-1987); AFCM Bob Sass, USN(ret) (1990-1991); Billy Whitmire (AD1 1973-1976); Carl Klinger (AT3 1955-1957; LCDR Albert Evans, USN(ret) (VPB 204 1943 Black Cat WW II); DPC Christine Trafelet (Jones) USN(ret) (DP1 1984-1989); LCDR Gary Swain USN(ret) (1986-1990); Richard Easterling (AO3 1988-1991); LT Bryan Hammond USN(ret) (AOC 1982); Colonel Herbert Smale RCAF(ret) (LT RCAF Observer on LM-8 Long Taxi Feb 1960); Brad Strong (TACCO 1965-1968); David Bailie (AT2 1985-1989); Rick DeWald (AE2 1955-1956); Roy DeFio; Ed Marshall PRS3 1957-1960; Tom Ducharme (AT2 1953-1956); CAPT Sean O’Neil USN(ret) (LT 1978-1981)
Regained Contact: Dave Carey (1978-1982); CPO Dennis Barrett, USN(ret)  (MA1 1975-1976)
Lost Contact in 2011:  Harold Bishop (1967-1971); Dennis Brunk (YN 1981-1982); Vincent Carr (AE2 1959); William Ireland (ADCS, USNret 1980-1983); John Vandenheiden
Taps: Ed Borkoski (LT 1967-1969); Charles Young (1974-1977) CAPT, USN(ret); 
AMM2c Patrick Fitzpatrick WWII Blue Cat (1941-1943)
Gene,Ralph,Ray,

We have lost a great Shipmate.  I have known Pat since 1942. After we were both in VP-44 our paths crossed at NAS Atsugi in 1952,he was in VP-9 and I was in VP-871.  Later after the war he attended several reunions.  He was a fine mechanic.  Built and flew his own airplane.  He was the last remaining crew member of 44-P-4.

Dick Watson  WWII AMM3c (1942-1944) Black Cat, Enlisted CAC Roll of Honor
Dick:

Patrick A. Fitzpatrick passed away last night about 2300.  He was – to my knowledge – the remaining crew member of 44P2 from the battle of Midway.  He was a victim of cancer.  I think you are acquainted with the men in charge of the VP-44 Association – would you please let them know that he has passed away.  Met Fitz in June ‘41. Best shipmate I had in the Navy. We were close friends for over 70 years. I  shall certainly miss him.
Jim Downer WWII AMM1 (1942-1943,) Blue Cat, Enlisted CAC Roll of Honor
Looking for off Facebook group:  Dave Murphy (AD1 1981-1985) is looking for CPO (FE) Paul J. Shomers;  Mile Loretangeli is looking for Joe Virgilio (1983-1986); Mendell Patton is looking for Rosie O’Grady; Bob Gurkin is looking for Frank Hankins
My name is Carl E Klinger. I was an AT3 (radioman) in VP-44 from mid 1955 to mid 1957. When assigned to the squadron I was placed in the beach crew and operated all the equipment in connection with the beaching of the planes. The squadron had a shortage of radioman and they asked me to go to radioman school , which I did. Was then assigned to Lt. Cmdr. Don Brunner’s crew, aircraft # 6. We were one of the 3 crews sent to the Azores to assist VP-56 in their return from 2 or 3 months of training in Italy. Our crew was the first one to attempt a takeoff and failed to do so, due to weight, wind direction, etc., and crashed after continued efforts to get airborne. The next year I transferred out of the squadron for my final year of service. In my opinion the crash was a result of the reasons previously mentioned and the pilots were not a fault although I have heard that Brunner was reprimanded. I think of the crash very often and my blessings for surviving, especially at this time of the year.

My only contact with any of the survivors was with Al Sherman at the Bethesda Naval Hospital (1957) in my drive from Norfolk, VA to my next duty station at Johnsville NAS in PA. Am very interested in the whereabouts of the other survivors if any one can provide that info.

I am currently retired and living at 13431 Coluccio Street, Venice, FL 34293. Phone number is 941-488-7816.

Please forward any responses to me at sunydays@comcast. Net

Respectfully, 

Carl Klinger

If anyone has any information on the request below please contact Ray Beck our web master:

Although before your time.do you know any history of Fleet Air Wing Two (FAW-2) that supported VP-44 during WW II at Kaneohe Bay, Hawaii?

Thanks Ray......that’s great work you’ve accomplished. Interesting you mention the Nimitz Museum Memorial Wall because the information I am seeking about my father is for a plaque at the Nimitz Museum Memorial Wall.

Do you recall any documentation or any conversations about a Navy football team from the Kaneohe Bay NAS that won a CINCPAC league championship in 1944 or 1945?
Seeking Picture
The association is looking for the picture that shows the change of command between CDR Thompson and CDR Frawley, July 1959.  It has the squadron in Dress Whites with LM 8 Buno # 1256 (P5M) in the background.  It is the same picture that’s on the Pelican Shop with the Marlin decals by it: http://www.vp44goldenpelicans.com/images/Marlin%20with%20Decals.jpg  The association had one at one time and would like it for the Ready Room at future reunions.  If you have a copy please send it to me so I can put it back on display.

Adak, the Rescue of Alfa Foxtrot 586
Gene, if it’s appropriate, please tell the membership that my book, “Adak, the Rescue of Alfa Foxtrot 586,” is now out in paperback from the Naval Institute Press, and available at USNI’s website or anywhere on line and in stores where books are sold.  This is a reprint of the hardcover, out first in 2003. It’s the true story of the ditching of VP-9’s Crew 6 in PD-2 in 1978. Nine of the ten survivors are alive today.

Thanks,  Andy Jampoler  LTJG 1964-1967

In a follow on to Captain Jampoler’s email about his book, I highly recommend anybody who had time in P3’s to get a copy.  It’s been 40 plus years since I’ve had any flight time in the Orion and it brought back a flood of memories.  

Pelican Shop

The Pelican Shop has restocked the Blue regular A/C Wings on the front hats and the watch caps.  Both hats have VP-44 on the front in Gold Letters.  Also we now have the Golden pelican Patches for sale, go to  http://www.vp44goldenpelicans.com/pelican_shop2.htm  and check us out.
2012 Reunion NAS Pensacola

The plans are locked in for this year’s reunion and it looks like it will be the biggest one yet.   The dates will be November 8-11, 2012 on base at NAS Pensacola, Florida.  Registration form must be in by October 15 for planning and can be found on the last page of this newsletter.
At the present  I have 50 rooms blocked at the Navy Inn & Suites on base, the prices  are $47.00 for a standard room and $56.00 for a Suite.  NOTE: The Suites are on the second floor and there is no elevator, only stairs for access.  You can start reserving rooms anytime, tell them it’s for the VP-44 Reunion or group # 30760104543.  The block of 50 rooms, 25 Standard and 25 Suites will be held till seven (7) days prior to the start, then they will be unblocked.   I can get more rooms blocked but need your help to plan this.  If you think you are coming and going to stay on base, please book your room as soon as possible.  You can cancel it anytime if something comes up till 1600 the day before the group arrives (November 7, 2012.)   This will also help me plan the Meet and Greet as I need numbers for that also to make sure we have the right number of rooms blocked.   I already signed for all Navy Veterans and non veterans without a military ID to stay at the Navy Inn & Suites.

The Meet & Greet will be held Friday November 9, 2012 at the Mustin Beach Club, just down the road from the Naval Air Museum and only a short distance from the Navy Inn & Suites.  The Naval Museum closes at 1700 so I plan on a start time for the Meet & Greet of 1700 till 2100.  We will have plenty to eat and a cash bar will be set up, you also have access to the Mustin Ready Room and it stays open as long as there are people there.   The caterer is reserved and has the recommendation of the Mustin Club, if there is something special you would like let me know and I will check into it.  The Meet & Greet will be the only function for this reunion, that way groups from different time frames can plan their own events during the weekend.  I’m looking for volunteers so Shipmates from a certain time frame have a point of contact if they would like to get together over the weekend.  I will post the information in the next newsletter and also can introduce them at the Meet & Greet that way the different groups can make their plans.  There will be more updated information in the next newsletter so mark your calendars now for the reunion dates of November 8-11, 2012 and “please” get your room reservations in now.
I will be providing base security with a roster of those attending 7 to 10 days out November 1, 2012 so all hands will have access to the base, although it is an open base, you still need a picture ID.  

Any questions or comments please let me know.

Gene R. Toffolo,AX2, December 1965 – April 1969, Crew Two, Five & Six
Administrative Chief & Sales Coordinator
Past Reunion Chairman 2007; Chairman 2012 Pensacola
1016 Egret Way
Lake Park, GA 31636-2759
home 229-559-7959
cell 317-201-4261
email: genejanjay@aol.com
Pelican Shop: vp44paxmd@aol.com
URL: vp44goldenpelicans.com

Seeking new Web Master

I had no replies from the last newsletter about a replacement for Ray Beck our web master & designer. He will no longer maintain the home page after the subscription (paid by the association) runs out September 8, 2012. He has been running it for over 10 years and it’s time to pass it on to somebody else, plus he and his wife plan on doing some world travel in the future. If anybody knows somebody that would like this position please contact Ray or myself if you would like to help maintain the association’s web site.  The web site is the spark that makes the association work and get the word out, we need your help to keep it running.
VP-44 on line groups
I recently found out about a couple of VP-44 groups that are on line and there are a lot of names I do not have on our roster.  The first one is on Facebook and you have to be a member of Facebook, then go to “VP-44 Pelican group” to see the traffic.  You can then ask to join the group and get into the ongoing discussion.  The second one is at can be found at www.hullnumbers.com then search VP-44.   Then click on USN Aviation Squadrons, then VP-44, both sites are free.  If you know somebody at either one of these sites and they are not on our roster please let them know about our web site and see if they would like to join.  If you would like to see a list of names from either group that I am looking for let me know and I will send them to you.  
Reunion Slide Show
Got any old photos, crew lists, social rosters, Change of Command programs, etc. from your days in VP-44?  If so, you can email scanned copies to ed@avisfamily.com or mail them to Ed Avis 252 Upper Pond Road, Litchfield, ME 04350-4128.  Please don’t mail original documents unless you don’t want them back.  If we can collect enough of these, we’ll put together a slide show and/or display for the reunion.

This was a huge hit at the Brunswick Reunion in 2010 and we are looking for pictures from all era’s, so help Captain Avis put together a nice show for all to see.  
Fallen Shipmates

There will be a remembrance for “Fallen Shipmates”.  If you have any information on deceased VP-44 personnel, please send whatever you have to Ronald Stevens rhstevens4@verizon.net or mail to 95 Oxford Way, Huntingtown, MD 20639-3311.  Obituaries, newspaper articles, photos, etc. would be 
welcome as Captain Stevens maintains the Fallen List for our association.  You can see the current list at http://www.vp44goldenpelicans.com/In%20Memory.htm or let me know and I will mail you a copy.
“It was an act of love (going AWOL from the hospital with a battle wound.)  Those men on the line were my family, my home.  They were closer to me than I can say, closer than any friends had been or ever would be.  They had never let me down, and I couldn’t do it to them.  I had to be with them, rather than let them die and me live with the knowledge that I might have saved them.  Men, I now knew, do not fight for flag or country, for the Marine Corps, or glory or any other abstraction.  They fight for one another.  Any man in combat who lacks comrades who will die for him, or for whom he is willing to die, is not a man at all.  He is truly damned.”

                                   ~ William Manchester from his book “Goodbye Darkness”

                                      Twice wounded during the invasion of Okinawa

Happy New Year and the best in 2012
2012 Pelican Committee contact information
Ed Avis LT 1972-1975; CAPT, USN(ret) Chairman Brunswick Reunion 2010 ed@avisfamily.com (ME) home 207-737-8258

Ray Beck ATN2 1961-1964; ATC USN(ret) Web Master; Chairman Fredericksburg Reunion 2005 chief_beck@yahoo.com (TX) cell 817-253-5315

David Bingham AWC 1982-1986 & AWCS 1990-1991; AWCS, USN(ret); Brunswick reunion Committee 2010 dryfly6wt@comcast.net  (ME) home 207-666-8165

Ralph Cook AMH2 1959-1963 Co-Chairman Norfolk Reunion 2010; Public Relations blusgtar@ptd.net  (PA) cell 717-471-3121

Les Dennis LT 1960-1964; CDR, USNR(ret);  Chairman St. Louis 2011 Reunion ljdennis@charter.net (MO) home 636-532-0460

John Federice AFCM 1987-1991; AFCM, USN(ret) Decommissioning  & Facebook Coordinator jfederice2@aol.com (FL) home 904-908-0947

Jeffery Gorman  LT 1979-1982; CAPT, USNR(ret) jaggcmi@yahoo.com  (MI) cell 760-390-6573

Frank Kurkowitz AVCM 1982-1985; CWO4, USN(ret);  Chairman Green Valley 2009 Reunion fdkusn@yahoo.com  (TX) cell 520-780-9255

Fred  Malvin  LT 1960-1964; CDR, USN(ret) fmalvin@cox.net (VA) home 757-345-6548

Frank Romeo AE2 1959-1962 Co-Chairman Norfolk Reunion 2010 frankp51f@verizon.net (MD) cell 443-966-2898

Jeff Snavely AO2 1961-1965; Treasurer;  Chairman Pax River Reunion 2003 winnie3401@hotmail.com  (MD) cell 301-373-5636

Ron Stevens LTJG 1972-1975; CAPT, USN(ret); Fallen Roster Coordinator; Brunswick Reunion Committee 2010 rhstevens4@verizon.net (MD) cell 301-704-5592

Gene Toffolo AX2 1965-1969; CUCM, USNR(ret) Sales & Admin; Chairman Indianapolis Reunion 2007; Chairman  Pensacola Reunion 2012 genejanjay@aol.com  (GA) cell 317-201-4261

Dick Watson AMM3c  1942-1944; LTJG, USNR(ret) Blue & Black Cats; CAC Roll of Honor blucat44@gmail.com  (SC) cell 843-422-4125

Brown Word LT 1974-1977 & LCDR 1985-1988; CAPT, USN(ret) Brunswick Reunion Committee 2010 fbword@gmail.com (TX) cell 512-751-0115
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This is from Captain Andy Jampoler, USN(ret) (LT 1964-1967)

You'll recall our exchange about the death and funeral at Arlington of
Captain Jack McDonald, USN (Ret), CO, VP-44 in the mid 1960s (after Frank
Hunter and before Ed Waller), my father in law. He and I overlapped in the
squadron for two years.  

One of our relatives owns the Belle Isle Restaurant & Brewing Co., in
Oklahoma. The company has brewed a commemorative pilsner in the captain's
memory, with a label logo as above.

They've made up T-shirts for the family with the same logo. If there is any
interest among your membership in this design, I think that the company
would be willing to have more made up for general sale. They're neat.

Kody Hookstra email: kody_h@yahoo.com 
Belle Isle Restaurant & Brewing Co.
405-596-2699
“Note they cannot ship beer but I’m working on having some at Pensacola”
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2012     VP44 REUNION   Pensacola, Florida   November   8   --   November  11  




	All Hands all time frames welcome
Come join us and see old and meet new Shipmates
Meet & Greet Friday November 9 at the Mustin Beach Club

Guided tours of Naval Air Museum; 0930, 1100, 1300, 1430

Cubi Bar Café inside museum open 1030-1530

Hotel Navy Inns & Suites NAS Pensacola

Mark your calendar now

Golf, beach, dog racing, shopping, sightseeing, historical sites




VP-44 Pensacola Reunion November 8-11, 2012

Visit Your VP-44 Reunion 2012 Website and Pelican Shop:

http://www.vp44goldenpelicans.com
This registration does not include the hotel reservation.  Make your hotel reservations by contacting: Navy Gateway Inns & Suites at NAS Pensacola 850-912-3000/452-3625.  When making reservations mention that you are with the VP-44 2012 Reunion or Group number 30760104543.

Name_______________________________ Spouse/Guest________________________

Address_________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Phone__________________________ Email Address_____________________________

*Dates with VP44 and Rate & Rank, Veteran, Active or Retired _______________________

________________________________________________________________________

**Reunion Fee:  I will be attending and bringing __ guests @ $35.00 per person     $____           

Donation to VP44 Reunion Fund (funds to stock Pelican Shop & future events)        $____









     Total
                 $____

Fees must be paid by October 15, 2012 for accurate numbers to the Meet & Greet and base security roster.

*If your information is up to date on the roster just put “On File”

**Reunion Fee includes registration and Meet & Greet party

The enclosed check is to be payable to: “VP-44 Reunion Fund.”  Please return this completed Form and check to:             Gene Toffolo

1016 Egret Way

Lake Park, GA 31636-2759

Gene Toffolo

Reunion Chairman & Administrative Chief

Email genejanjay@aol.com  

Home 229-559-7959  Cell 317-201-4261                                    

