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Lost contact: Tom Dolan, Al Sieve (ADRC 1965-1966), Vince Johnson (1973-1979), Denny Barrett (1975-1976 CPO ret), William Ireland; John VandenAvond; Marv Kidder; Dale Berke;  James Bradfield; Paul Grund; Jerry Shepherd
New on the roster:  Norman P. Phillips (ADC, USN ret), Kerry Kriegel (1973-1976);  CDR Martha “Mert” Dorgan, USN(ret) (LT 1981-1982); Ron Gallahan (ATN3 1969-1971); Gerald Cogley (AZ2 1970-1971); Lou DiLullo (TACCO 1968-1970); Rick Harmon (AT2 1987-1991); John Kiger (PN3 1967-1970); Daniel Walker (AW2 1981-1984); Richard Corn (XO/CO 1984-1987); Otto Heise, CDR, USN(ret)  (LT 1977-1980); Mick Davis (AW2 1983-1986); Tony Stromeyer, CDR, USN(ret) (1963-1966); Dr. John Bigbee ( 1979-1981); Rodel Henry (AMCS 1979-1984); Johnnie Jones (AW2 1980-1984); Matt Graff (AMS2 1958-1961); David Kurowski (AO3 1967-1970); Jim Nelson (AX2 1981-1985)
Taps:  Ralph Dorsett (CDR, USN(ret);  Roger Pyle (1956-1959 CDR, USN(ret));  John Van De Walker; Mickey Young (AO late 1950’s); Bill Backenstose (AO2 1956-1960); PRCM Joseph Hautzenroder; PR3 John Heald; Chief Wyrick
Data Base & Newsletter

I have almost 700 email addresses in the data base that I use to mail out the newsletter

plus another 90 that I send via snail mail.  Please keep me updated as to any changes to

your important information. For those that are new to the newsletter I have my

addresses broke into groups of no more than 30 and they run from LM1 through LM23.   This pleases the AOL Spam gods and it helps me track the email’s that kick back. If you would rather not receive the newsletter please let me know and I will remove you from the mailing list.  

I run into contact problems every time I send out the newsletter when your email address changes and you don’t let me know.  If I have a mailing address I will send a hard copy with a request to update your email change.  I’m missing a lot of contact information on some of you so please check the roster to see if your information is up to date.  I can either send you the current roster ($8.00 for printing and mailing) or check with me and I will give you the pass word to access it off the home page.
Happy Birthday United States Navy
VETERANS HIRING:
http://www.military.com/veteran-jobs/content/search/government-jobs/hiring-heroes-act-veterans-to-civil-service.html
Rear Admiral William F. Moran

Head, Maritime Aviation Programs 
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Rear Admiral Moran was born and raised in New York State. He is a graduate of Valley Central High School and holds a Bachelor of Science degree from the United States Naval Academy (1981) and a master's degree from the National War College (2006).

Moran's operational Maritime Patrol and Reconnaissance Aircraft (MPRA) tours span all four MPR sites including his first in Patrol Squadron 44, Brunswick, Maine; department head, Patrol Squadron 45, Jacksonville, Fla.; command of Patrol Squadron 46, Whidbey Island, Wash., and command of Patrol and Reconnaissance Wing 2, Hawaii. He has deployed to Sigonella, Sicily; Rota, Spain; Lajes Azores; Keflavik, Iceland; Misawa, Japan; Diego Garcia; Masirah, Oman; Bahrain; and numerous detachments around the world. His other operational tours include flag lieutenant and Battle Group tactical watch officer for commander, Carrier Group 6, Mayport, Fla., completing a Mediterranean deployment aboard USS Forrestal and a subsequent deployment to the Caribbean aboard numerous cruisers as part of the first deployed staff in support of Counter Narcotics Operations. He has served extensively as an instructor pilot in multiple operational tours and two tours with Patrol Squadron 30, the Fleet Replacement Squadron.

Moran's shore assignments include: Patrol Wing 11, Jacksonville, Fla., as safety officer and assistant maintenance officer; the Bureau of Naval Personnel, Washington, as assistant Washington placement officer and assistant flag officer detailer; deputy executive assistant and executive assistant to commander, U.S. Pacific Command, Camp Smith, Hawaii, from July 2000 to July 2003; deputy director, Navy staff from July 2006 until June 2007 and as executive assistant to the chief of Naval Operations from June 2007 until August 2008. Upon selection to flag rank, Moran assumed duties as commander, Patrol and Reconnaissance Group in August 2008.

Currently, Moran serves as head, Maritime Aviation Programs on the staff of the chief of Naval Operations (CNO). In this capacity, Moran assists the director of Air Warfare (OPNAV N88) in the development, programming, and budgeting of war fighting requirements underpinning all training, maritime, and maintenance programs.



Request
Chief,

I am a retired Marine (WING) now full time historian for the NAS QUONSET POINT Museum. More than fifty years ago, I saw a VP-44 just out of the water with the port engine feathered. Would like to know the date, and any other info you may have re this event. Have produced books and articles on NAS NCO and will continue same until death.

Would be good to show the readers the last boat landing at QUONSET POINT.

Semper Fi

Sean-Paul Milligan

NAS QUONSET POINT MUSEUM

Historian-in-Residence

401 722-5821                                                                                                                                              jetsareforkids@verizon.net
Promotion

Good news on a fellow Shipmate Kevin Jones (AW2  1989-1991) just got promoted to Construction Electrician Chief Petty Officer.  The really good news is he was selected upon returning from the Middle East with NMCB-26 after a six month deployment.

Vice Admiral Harry Harris

"Good news: On 3 October 2011, VADM Harry Harris (VP-44 LT 1980-1983) was relieved by VADM Frank C. Pandolfe at COMSIXTHFLEET. 

According to Navy Times, he was appointed to Assistant to the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff at the Pentagon and has been recommended for reappointment to Vice Admiral."

USS Scorpion (SSN-589)

Those of you in the squadron around the end of May and early June 1968 will remember the 9 or 10 days we spent looking for this missing sub.  The entire Atlantic fleet (Air and Sea) were looking for her and calling her call sign “Brandywine.”  I read a book about what the author thinks happened after many years of research and it is excellent reading.  The book is “Scorpion Down” by Ed Offley, those of you from that time frame will have a hard time putting it down.

Seeking new Web Master

I had this in a past newsletters but we need to start getting serious. Ray Beck our web master & designer gave CDR Dennis and I his notice he will be resigning the position. He will no longer maintain the home page after the subscription (paid by the association) runs out September 8, 2012. He has been running it for over 10 years and it’s time to pass it on to somebody else, plus he and his wife plan on doing some world travel in the future. Please contact Ray or myself if you would like to help maintain the association’s web site.
Brunswick Naval Museum and Memorial Gardens

www.brunswicknavalmuseum.org

In January of 2009 a group of retired and ex-navy personnel, museum professionals, and interested persons assembled to see about establishing a museum and retaining the memorial gardens at the Naval Air Station in Brunswick, Maine (NASB).  We became the Brunswick Naval Museum and Memorial Gardens.  An organizational Board of Directors was established and it has incorporated, drafted bylaws, developed a business plan, obtained its non-profit 501(c)(3) status with the IRS and is planning to acquire the former base chapel.  

Our purposes are to maintain a memorial to those service members who gave their lives in service to their country; and to promote a better understanding and appreciation of the history of naval airborne patrol, especially the history of NASB and naval units based in Maine.  To that end we will maintain the  memorial and friendship gardens, establish and maintain museum facilities, collect and preserve artifacts, photographs, documents and other materials pertaining to that history, and among other things, mount ongoing educational activities including exhibits, research, publications, seminars, workshops, lectures and outreach programming.  Since its inception, NASB has been a vital part of the Brunswick Community and vice versa.  This unique and vital heritage needs to be preserved so that future generations will obtain a better understanding of that heritage.

We decided to obtain the base Chapel and surrounding grounds since the Memorial Gardens are already in place there and the chapel building has an abundant amount of room for its activities.  At the present time we will not be able to own the property due to the requirements of the base closing process.  However we have an option to lease it with the Midcoast Regional Redevelopment Authority, the organization that will manage the base property for redevelopment, and we will lease it until we are able to acquire it.  Visit our website at www.brunswicknavalmuseum.org. 

In order for us to accomplish the above goals, your financial support is critical.  Initially we must raise at least $6,000 in order to conduct a feasibility study to determine if we will be able to support a museum operation.  We anticipate the funds needed to modify the building and equip and man it to create a museum and open its doors will amount to almost a half-million dollars.  If we cannot raise the $6,000, we certainly cannot proceed with the museum.

Being a 501(c)(3) organization, contributions to the Brunswick Naval Museum and Memorial Gardens are income tax deductible within the guidelines of the Internal Revenue Service.  They will be used solely for the operations of the organization.  If the necessary $6,000 are not raised, contributions earmarked for the study will be returned. 

Please remit your contribution to:

Brunswick Naval Museum and Memorial Gardens


PO Box 943, Brunswick, Maine 04011


We are a membership organization and any person, organization or corporation desiring to support and/or promote the purposes of the Museum is eligible for membership.  At the present time there are only two categories of membership: Member, and Founding Member.  A donation of at least $60 is required for membership and $160 is the minimum amount in the Founding Member category.  All founding members will have their names listed on our website and on a plaque or suitable permanent marker in the museum and will receive recognition in our newsletter when established.  All funds received will go entirely to the establishment and operation of the museum and memorial gardens.  All membership dues are currently completely tax deductible within the rules and regulations of the IRS.

A meeting will be held annually to elect members of the Board of Directors that govern the organization, and those obtaining membership now will elect the first Board, the meeting time and place to be announced.  Please remit your dues to the PO Box listed above.

Would you like to participate in the deliberations of the organizational Board?  Do you have specific expertise and background in developing a business plan, marketing, fundraising, website maintenance, or museum operations?  Would you like to offer your services?  To do so or obtain any further information, please contact our President, John Briley, at 207-729-7216.  Our organizational Board currently meets monthly on the third Tuesday.

Memorial Service by Ralph Cook
This morning (August 20) I attended the Memorial service for Bill "Stoosh" Backenstose. VP-44 1957-1959.

There was a military segment at the end, two enlisted men in dress whites with white shoulder braids and campaign ribbons went front, to the folded flag, unfolded it and held it for all to see while the wildest version of "Taps" I ever heard was played (a CD) lots of modern symphonic sounds, dissonant chords and flourishes. The two sailors re-folded the flag and presented it to Bill's wife, Ethel.

During the service they offered an opportunity for family and friends to speak with any stories or anecdotes they might have. After son and granddaughters spoke no one else got up. Bill's son said that, following his father's orders, he was to offer a case of cold Pabst Blue Ribbon Beer to anyone who wanted to talk about him at his service. The pastor and I were the only ones to stand up. The congregants were very stoic people, unlike the Backenstose family.

I didn't accept the case of PBR.

I spoke for about three minutes simply describing what an ordnance men did on a P5-M and that Bill, like most good ordies, enjoyed throwing expensive government hardware and small explosive devices into the Atlantic. (got a laugh)

I said a few other nice things about my experiences with Bill and let it go at that. 

The people were a very quiet, reserved bunch except for Bill's immediate family who are some of the nicest people you would ever want to know.

They had a pretty big luncheon after that. It was held in a downstairs hall in the church. 

I spoke with Ethel and with Bills son and daughter. I also spoke with Bill McIntyre's Daughter, a lovely gal. McIntyre was on the same crew as Bill, Dick (Don) Chalmers and Lou Capasso, they remained tight friends. 

After lunch we went home.

I hope I did VP-44 justice...The family blessed me more than I blessed them. I don't think I can do this again for a while,

Still Looking

We are still looking for a picture of the squadron Pelican on the hangar at NAS Brunswick and the squadron patch with the cigar in the Pelican’s beak. 

Pelican Shop

We now have the plain web backed hats restocked plus the regular Navy blue plain hats.  These have  “VP-44” on the front of the hat.  If you cannot access our home page, let me know and I will mail you a copy of the items we have for sell on the Pelican Shop.  We have a fire sale going on of all remaining   P5M T-shirts left in stock (sizes XXL, XL only) price is $5.00.  The mugs are two for $5.00, Marlin decals $1.00 each, Marlin patches $5.00 each.  These items will not be restocked check the Pelican Shop or give me a call.
Need Your Help
If anybody has any contact with CDR C. Thompson (XO/CO 1958-1959) or his family please contact me.  If you have any leads at all let me know and I will try and research them.  Gene cell 317-201-4261, home 229-559-7959.

2011 Reunion St. Louis, MO
We all had a great time in St Louis and many thanks to Chairman Les Dennis and Web Master Ray Beck for their effort and donations to the successful reunion.  The following is a list of those attending:

Beck, Ray & Marilyn                                           ATN2 1961-1964

Dennis, Lester & JoAnn Gutierrez                    LT. 1960-1964
Diehl, Paul                                                            Airman 1962-1963

Duling, Martin & Leah                                        LTJG 1960-1963

Hayes, Al & Betty                                                AO2 1960-1964

Ihrig, Donald & Steve                                          ADJCA 1961-1965

Jackson, James & Nancy                                    AT1 1962-1965

Jones, James & Vickie                                        AMS2 1961-1963

Malvin, Frederick & Donna                               LT 1960-1964

Nevala, Dick & Susan                                          AX1 1962-1966
Orme, Doug & Pattie                                          LT 1960-1964
Rogers, Lynn & Patricia                                      ADR2 1960-1961
Snavely, Jeff & Mary Readmond                      AO2 1960-1964
Stanga, Robert Jr                                                AT1 1961-1964

      Stoodley, Howard                   LTJG 1959-1962 & LCDR 1966-1968

Strickland, Dale                                                   LT 1962-1964

Toffolo, Gene & Janet                                        AX2 1965-1969

Veach, Roy & Roxie                                            AO3 1961-1964

2012 Reunion NAS Pensacola
The plans are rolling for next year’s reunion and it looks like it will be the biggest one yet.   The dates will be November 8-11, 2012 on base at NAS Pensacola, Florida.  We will have a registration form in the next Poop Sheet coming out before the end of the year but mark your calendar now and join us.  
At the present  I have 50 rooms blocked at the Navy Inn & Suites on base, the prices this year are $47.00 for a standard room and $56.00 for a Suite.  NOTE: The Suites are on the second floor and there is no elevator, only stairs for access.  You can start reserving rooms anytime after November 8 of this year, tell them it’s for the VP-44 Reunion or group # 30760104543.  The block of 50 rooms, 25 Standard and 25 Suites will be held till seven (7) days prior to the start, then they will be unblocked.   I can get more rooms blocked but need your help to plan this.  If you think you are coming and going to stay on base, please book your room as soon as possible.  You can cancel it anytime if something comes up till 1600 the day before the group arrives (November 7, 2012.)   This will also help me plan the Meet and Greet as I need numbers for that also to make sure we have the right room booked.   I can sign for all Navy Veterans without a military ID to stay at the Navy Inn & Suites.
The Meet & Greet will be held Friday November 9, 2012 at the Mustin Beach Club, just down the road from the Naval Air Museum and only a short distance from the Navy Inn & Suites.  The Naval Museum closes at 1700 so I plan on a start time of 1700 till 2100.  We will have plenty to eat and a cash bar will be set up, you also have access to the Mustin Ready Room and it stays open as long as there are people there.  I am presently getting quotes from a number of caters to find the best deal and right amount of food for the numbers coming in.  The Meet & Greet will be the only function for this reunion, that way the different time frames can plan their own events during the weekend.
I will be providing base security with a roster of those attending one week out November 1, 2012 so all hands will have access to the base, although it is an open base, you will need a picture ID.  

Any questions or comments please let me know.
Gene R. Toffolo,AX2, December 1965 - April 1969, Crew Two, Five & Six
Administrative Chief & Sales Coordinator
Past Reunion Chairman 2007; Chairman 2012 Pensacola
1016 Egret Way
Lake Park, GA 31636-2759
home 229-559-7959
cell 317-201-4261
email: genejanjay@aol.com
Pelican Shop: vp44paxmd@aol.com
URL: vp44goldenpelicans.com
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2012     VP44 REUNION   Pensacola, Florida   November   8   --   November  11  




	All Hands all time frames welcome

Meet & Greet Friday November 9 at the Mustin Beach Club

Guided tours of Naval Air Museum; 0930, 1100, 1300, 1430

Cubi Bar Café inside museum open 1030-1530

Hotel Navy Inns & Suites NAS Pensacola

Next Poop Sheet will have details & registration form

Mark your calendar now

Golf, beach, dog racing, shopping, site seeing, historical sites





BIOGRAPHY

CEC (SELECT) (SCW/NAC) 
KEVIN T. JONES
UNITED STATES NAVAL RESERVE 


Construction Electrician Chief (Select) Kevin T. Jones enlisted in the United States Navy after graduating from Ashland High School in Ohio on September 22, 1987. Entering the aviation field and graduating from boot camp in Orlando FL., his first duty station was Naval Air Station Pensacola, FL., where he reported for Naval Aircrew School.


Chief (Select) Jones then proceeded to Millington, TN to start schooling as an Aviation Antisubmarine Warfare Operator (Acoustic). After completing AW “A” School for P3C type aircraft, he was assigned to Patrol Squadron Thirty (VP-30) in Jacksonville, FL where he received aircraft specific training prior to reporting to the fleet. His next assignment was to VP-44 in Brunswick, ME., qualifying as an Acoustic Sonar Operator and Naval Air Training and Operating Procedures Standardization (NATOPS) Observer. His deployments included Keflavik, Iceland and Roosevelt Roads, Puerto Rico. After logging over 1,000 hours and earning his Naval Aircrew Wings, he transferred to VP-8 in Brunswick, ME because VP-44 was decommissioned on June 28, 1991. His active duty ended after five years of service as an Aviation Antisubmarine Warfare Operator, (AW2) in September 1992. 

Chief (Select) Jones entered the United States Navy Reserve in September, 1995 and was assigned to VP-66 in Willow Grove PA. After spending two years with the squadron and returning to Keflavik, Iceland for two weeks of duty, he left the P3 Orion community for the last time in November 1997.

Chief (Select) Jones re-affiliated with the Navy Reserves in August, 1999 under the APG program as a Construction Electrician Second Class and was assigned to Naval Mobile Construction Battalion Twenty-Three (NMCB-23), Detachment 1326 in Akron, OH. In 2003, the Naval Construction Force was geographically re-aligned, assigning him NMCB-26. He has held several positions at the Detachment level including Squad Leader, Unit Career Counselor, Annual Training Petty Officer, Detail East Training Chief, Detail East Operations Chief, Assistant Officer in Charge and Officer in Charge. In 2006, NMCB-26 was mobilized in support of Operation Enduring Freedom/Operation Iraqi Freedom where he was stationed at Camp Moreell, Kuwait from November 2006 to November 2007. Chief (Select) Jones volunteered to mobilize with NMCB-26 in August, 2010 in support of Operation Noble Eagle/Enduring Freedom to Afghanistan. One highlight of his deployment was completing over 50 missions covering more than 6,500 miles while assigned as the Assistant Convoy Commander for NMCB-26 Convoy Security Team. Upon returning from deployment, Construction Electrician Chief (Select) Jones was selected for advancement to Chief Petty Officer on July 8, 2011. 

His personal decorations include the Navy & Marine Corps Achievement Medal with two Gold Stars, Joint Meritorious Unit Award with Gold Oak Cluster, Navy Meritorious Unit Commendation, Navy ”E”, Navy Good Conduct, Naval Reserve Meritorious Medal with two Bronze Stars, National Defense Service Medal with one Bronze Star, Southwest Asia Service Medal with one Bronze Star, Afghanistan Campaign Medal with one Bronze Star, Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary and Service, Navy Sea Service Deployment with one Bronze Star, Navy and Marine Corps Overseas Service with two Bronze Stars, Coast Guard Special Operations, Armed Forces Reserve Medal with Bronze Hour Glass, “M” device and “2”, NATO Non Article 5 ISAF Medal Afghanistan, Navy Rifle Expert, Navy Pistol Expert. He also has been awarded the Seabee Combat Warfare Designator and Naval Aircrew Wings.


In civilian life, he is a Journeyman Residential Electrician with the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers Local 306 in Akron, OH. with over 16 years of experience. Currently he is unemployed. 


One of his most rewarding duties is volunteering for Funeral Duty and Color Guard with Naval Operation Support Center Akron, OH. He has participated in over 50 Funerals and more than 10 Color Guard opportunities. The people he has met have left a lasting impression upon his life.


Chief (Select) Jones and his wife, Kathleen, have been married for 16 years and reside in Akron, OH. His daughter, Chelsea, resides with them as well. Both his wife and daughter work for Dollar Tree stores in Tallmadge, OH.






