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Capt, James L. Ball - USN

Ffames L. “Timmy™ Ball joined the Navy in 1939, He completed his recruit training in Norfolk, Virginia, and was
assigned bo the USS Refna Mercedes al Annapolis, Jemmy applied for Might irsining and in Aognast of
1942 he graduated from Flight Trabndng School o e, In August of 143 he was commissioned an Ensign,
From laie 192 through November af 1946 Hmmy in Parod Sguadron 74 which was engaged in ani-
submaring operations in the Noeth and South Atlnmtie, DR !hﬁ'nhluwmuuﬁmdwﬂdﬂm“l
tortal ufmmﬂmunnulmmmﬁrwh'_ memendation. In November of 1946 Fimmy
vuhn:lm:dhpmmmm[nhhlﬂlﬂyﬁ Jump. I-Iemmmdln:hLE.‘iHuﬁMul
[uTulnFIFEHhhnnnr As commander of ihe MEM Geor A Bl was awarded ihe Air Medal for locnting
mdﬁﬂilﬂ.l.mlhrmuuﬂhmjmnr Cge ludm}ndmuuﬁnmﬂ_l’l_w-fm

hid Been strandod for four days ¢ and also
urnﬂn:lﬂuﬂnwmq.r Vississippi. Upon (VT idies e wa . "- sl COMFAIRWING-
14, and completed Geneml Line Schoc mlﬁ% i ﬂ]:.ﬁjln‘il.’:ntaﬂlghtﬁd:mlhu:d
at Corpus Chnisti, Texas, While siationed at N witl 'ﬁﬁpﬂﬂ; Squadron 22 Jimmy was involvesd in flving
experimental rowtes over the Norh Pole from A Norway. In 1958 be served as Executive Officer of

FASROM-1HM i Kenita, Hn-m.‘:ummnmugﬂu Sixth Fleet in its Lebanon Campaign. Cageain Ball then retumed
o Naval Aw:ﬁl N syt ﬂr;ﬂhhﬂrw Muval Operations. From
migl- 1963 until apain

warfare excellence, Phuring this time be surg &emmufnwkhu ar with Eﬂngﬁmlrﬁlm
Jimmy reporied to Stafl imﬁ'ﬁmwm{i as ﬂp-mtmm Officer, and in August of 193 he was pramoted o
Captain. From 1966 umil 1968 Captain Ball was stationed in Teeland swhere he served as Chiel of Sl and Aide w
COMAIRKEFLAVIE, He was awarded the Navy Commendation Medal and was muthorized to where the Bronze
Star an Deew of 8 gecond Mavy Unit Commendation. He gradunted from the Industrial College of the Armed Forces
and Cieorge Washingion University in 1969, Captnin Ball's final assignment was a8 Commander of Fleet Air Wing
Ten during the Vietnim War. He is mamed to the former Audrey Kolbe of Annapolis. The Balls have tan
daughters, o som, pnd three grandchildren,




Lt. William Keams - USN

Bill Kearns was bom in Lexingion, Massachusens in 1924, At the outhreak of WW 11 Bill was living i Panama
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Within & vear he had eamed his wings | wits cormmisgaoned ﬁﬂmemliewnﬂﬂMtnm
Pacific where he served & & replacement pHot for F6F camer-hase e - Afler the War Bill served 2+ a Mlight
imstrecior @t Compas Ehrl.ltl-ﬁpﬂ}rhul'm: ks 0 the ey ﬂl-'l-jr Bill was wraniferred to Flonda for
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Geove-1 when it crashed m tertble weather. Iy e cut condibions, and with the airceall beavily burdenad
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- I.: F"J Lr Jimemy w&ulng his rescue ll.’.u:

mntm'nimmﬂumﬂ::LIE MNavy H-u+|;|:dul in Bethesds, Mtﬂ.l-hﬂtmdﬂﬁmﬁuwn University's Salioal
of Foreggn Service after leaving the Navy, He bocame a Washingion corresposdient for several magasines méluding
Tiwe, Later he servesd in o numsher of overseas assignments, retising from the company as bead of its Latin American
[Davision, Keam retired 1o Florida with his wife 5" Ann. The Kearns have six children, and fificen grandchildren. One
of Bill"s sons carreed an in pviation, retiring from 1he Air Force as o Colonel, having served as a pilat of Air Force




Aviation Technician EI:u:f James H, "Robhbie” Robhins - TSN

James H, Robbins, known as Robbie 1o his friends. was bom in San Diego. California on April 28, 1926, He
enlisted in the Mavy on his seventeenth binthday, After completing all truining necessury 10 become & TBF Combag
Air Crewmnan. be was ranaferred to ASW Tailhook Sqdn, (VC-36) based &t NAS Pungo Field. Virginia. Robbie
was deployed on the LSS Wission Bay where his squadron flew convoy escort and anti-sub missions, Robbie |
:uﬂinlﬁuﬁinlhshﬂuefnﬂummﬂﬂmmnihhmthwdtuﬂnﬂmumpmruuir
cover for the task force which took Franklin [ Robsevelt 10 the Maba Summit VO-36 was
decommissboned in July 1945 afler VE Day. mﬂﬁ#ﬂdmlmﬂ Mariner Air Crew Training wnit ng
Barmann River, Flonda. Fuﬂwhuhhhhﬂuﬂmﬂ#m Wit19 based a1t NAS Norfulk, Virginia, Robbse
Tﬁ%ﬂehm%aphﬂmmm
: Cireenland. Later in 1946 Robbie wis headed 10 the
ﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂaﬂ- jon High Jusmip. The prpose of this large scale operution
numlwlhuhuhcﬂ:mﬁmﬁrlheﬂrﬂfﬂme be's first and only Night during Operation High Jump
ended in trugedy us his PBM crushed on the 1ip of the Thurston Penlnsuly. Three of the nine on bosed died it the
crash and explosion which followed, The six individuals which survived cwed a great deal to Robbbe, who being
one of the least injuresd, plaved & major role in the sorvival and eveniual rescue of the survivors afier thirieen days
mthmtiﬁﬂﬂMﬂmignﬂMMMﬂthh
Muriner Marlin Association, Hm:uh-ﬂﬂ;mﬁi-ym e Corps Medal for herolsm displayed during this mission,
Robhie continued fying PEMs for severnl more vears mere than S000 hours. His love of the PR, and the
close knit pilot/crew relationships which developed, remain foremosi in his memories. Robble was medically
grounded in 1952, but remained in the Navy, serving ot NAS Point Magu, NATTC Memphis, Midway Island. NAS
Miramar, and NAS North Island, umil his retirement in 19635, Following his retirement from the Navy as Aviation
Chief’ Technician, Robbic had a second career working for the MNaval Electronics Systems Engineering Center in
San Diego as a civilion employee for twenty.three years. Robbic is now happily retired and lives with Dale, his
bride of mare than forty-nine years, in Palm Desert, Californin, Robbie has a son Jim, and two grandchildren.




